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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, LE 

SUBJECT: BEIRUT AIRPORT UNLIKELY TO REOPEN SOON 

1 . ADEL OSSEIRAN, MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS, INFORMED ME 
TODAY, JULY 6, THAT HE DOUBTED WHETHER BEIRUT AIRPORT WOULD 
OPEN SOON. HE SAID THAT HE HAD UNDERTAKEN RESPONSIBILITY TO 
REOPEN AIRPORT ABOUT TEN DAYS AGO BUT AFTER CHRISTIANS SHELLED 
AIRPORT ON THIRD DAY, DESTROYING AIRCRAFT, AIRPORT HAD TO CLOSE DOWN. 

2. OSSEIRAN NOTED THAT CHRISTIAN PRETEXT FOR SHELLING AIRPORT- 
NAMELY, USE OF AIRPORT BY LEFTISTS TO BRING IN ARMS-IS BASELSS. 

HE SAID WHEN ARMS HAD BEEN BROUGHT IN BY LIBYAN 
COMMERCIAL PLANE, THEY HAD BEEN DISCOVERED BY AIRPORT 
AUTHORITIES. THEREUPON, OSSEIRAN SAID HE REFUSED PERMISSION 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BEIRUT 05932 061524Z 

FOR LIBYAN PLANES TO LAND AT BEIRUT AIRPORT AND CANCELLED ALL 
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MEA FLIGHTS TO LIBYA. 

3. ASSEIRAN SAID HE UNDERSTOOD "COMMANDOS' 1 ARE BUILDING 
AIR STRIP AT BISSAIRYE IN SOUTHERN LEBANON BETWEEN TYRE AND 
SIDON. ADDITIONALLY, HE HAS HEARD CHRISTIANS HAVE COMMENCED 
BUILDING AN AIR STRIP IN KOURA REGION SOUTH OF TRIPOLI. 

SEELYE 
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